COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR       19
as to permit the thought that it is not worth while
to work for wages. From that opinion it is only a
step to the theory of production for use and the
entire abolition of capital. That same thought
is growing in the United States. Thus far it has
not to my knowledge been met by intelligent argu-
ment, but merely by denunciation and by somewhat
silly falsehoods as to what is going on in Russia.
The actual truth concerning what has happened in
Russia would be far more effective than police raids
and investigations by uncommonly stupid legisla-
tors. That which we call Bolshevism is not a cause
but an effect.
Another reflex of the war and its concurrent talk
of reconstruction (which talk always went in the
direction of confirming the idea that the State owed
a duty to its people without the people owing a
duty to the State) is the question being asked every-
where by returned soldiers: "What did I fight to
save?"
He did not fight to save the estate of his employer;
he did not fight for the right to work hopelessly at
the starvation wage; he fought perhaps to save his
home and fireside, if he happened to have one, and
if he did not have one, for a chance some time to